Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 23rd May, 1988. by unknown
BJB/PC 
16 May 1988
0025b /22 Dawson House, Great Sankey, 
Warrington, WA5 3LW.
Telephone Penketh (092 572) 4321
To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee:
T A F B a rn e s  (C h a irm a n ); J  S B a i le y ;
R B a i le y ;  A G R Brown; F B u n tin g ;
J  M C r o f t ;  P E c ro y d ; J  H F e l l ;  W D G rove; 
C H o lla n d ;  B I r v i n g ;
P N e a l;  J  B O l d f i e l d ;  Dr Pugh-Thom as;
J  B R o b in so n
P le a s e  a t t e n d  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
t o  be h e ld  a t  2 .1 5  pm on MONDAY 23 MAY 1988 a t  th e  FOX AND PHEASANT 
HOTEL ARMATHWAITE f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  b u s in e s s .  The 
m e e tin g  w i l l  be  p re c e d e d  by an  in s p e c t io n  o f  th e  hew h a tc h e r y  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  by L a k e la n d  Sm olt a t  H olm w rangle and H aw esw ater and members 
a r e  a sked  t o  m ee t a t  th e  H o te l  a t  10 .00am . A map show ing th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  
th e  H o te l  i s  a t t a c h e d .
Y ours f a i t h f u l l y
W H CRACKLE
S e c r e t a r y  and  S o l i c i t o r
1 . A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e .
2 . M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  ( p r e v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d  and ap p ro v ed  
by  th e  B oard  on 14 M arch 1988.
3 . F i s h in g  L ic e n c e  D u t ie s  -  1989.
4 . F i s h in g  L ic e n c e  S a le s  -  1987.
5 . M in u te s  o f  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  NORWADS l i a i s o n  g ro u p  h e ld  in  
C a r l i s l e  on 15 A p r i l  1988.
6 . N o tes  o f  F i s h e r i e s  L ia is o n  M ee tin g s
D ear S i r
A G E N D A
(a )  C e n t r a l
(b )  S o u th
( c )  N o rth
C o n t / d . . .
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7. Fixed Engine Byelaws.
8. Close Season for Coarse Fish - Byelaw Amendments.
9. Review of Fishery Byelaws.
10. Authority schemes for the benefit of Fisheries and Fishing.
11. Catch Returns - 1987.
12. North West Water Authority (Limitation of Heave or Haaf Net 
Licences - Solway Firth) Order 1986.
13. Acid Pollution in the Wiza Beck and the River Wampool.
14. Any other business.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF A MEETING 
HELD ON 15 FEBRUARY 1988
0415b ES
P r e s e n t
T
R B a i le y  
A G R Brown 
F B u n tin g  
E P E croyd  
J  H F e l l
O f f i c e r s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e
Dr C H a rp le y  
C D u rie  
C H a g g e tt  
B J  B r ig g s
157 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  Mr J  M C r o f t ,  Mr W D G rove, 
Mr J  B O l d f i e l d ,  Dr Pugh Thomas and Mr J  B R o b in so n .
1 58 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  from  Mr J  H F e l l ,  Dr H a rp le y  c o n firm e d  
t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  p o s s i b l e  e u t r o p h i c a t io n  and  i t s  a f f e c t  on 
c h a r  i n  W inderm ere h a d  commenced and  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  w ere 
e x p e c te d  to w a rd s  th e  end  o f  1989 .
R e f e r r in g  t o  m in u te  144 Mr B arn es  a d v is e d  members t h a t  s in c e  th e  
l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee  th e  B r i t i s h  Canoe U n ion  (BCU) had 
i s s u e d  a p r e s s  r e l e a s e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  la c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
a c t i o n  g ro u p  CRACK and Mr F e l l  added  t h a t  a t  a  r e c e n t  m e e tin g  to  
d i s c u s s  c a n o e in g  a c t i v i t i e s  on th e  R iv e r  C rake  i t  was q u i t e  c l e a r  
t h a t  th e  BCU w ere  t r y i n g  to  a c t  r e s p o n s ib ly  b u t  w ere  m e e tin g  
p ro b le m s  w h ich  w ere  n o t  e a s y  t o  s o lv e .
RESOLVED
T h a t t h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee  h e ld  on
14 S ep tem b er 1987 be a p p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  
by th e  C hairm an .
159 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1989
Mr H a g g e tt  a d v is e d  th e  C om m ittee t h a t  when th e  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  
d u t i e s  f o r  th e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  w ere  a p p ro v e d  i n  D ecem ber 1987 th e
A F B a rn e s  (C hairm an)
C H o lla n d
R D H oughton
B I r v i n g
P N eal
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  M anager 
D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  ( C e n t r a l )  
M anager ( T a r i f f s  and  C h a rg e s)
S e n io r  Admin O f f i c e r
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Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food had pointed out that 
the level of recoupment of fishery expenditure had fallen in
recent years "....counter to the general trend which is to
maintain (where appropriate) or increase levels of recoupment". 
He added that in 1983 recoupment was about 36% of costs, but had 
now dropped to approximately 32%. The proposals before the 
Committee would increase this figure to about 33% next year.
Members attention was drawn to three specific points
(a) "Rounding" duties to the nearest 50p had caused anomolies so 
the proposals this year had been rounded to the nearest 25p.
(b) MAFF had suggested that the relationship between season, 
concessionary and seven day licences should be in the ratio 
of 4:2:1 and the proposed duties incorporated a further 
movement towards this ratio, which would principally affect 
the seven day salmon licence and the seven day non-migratory 
trout licence.
(c) The recent communication from the Equal Opportunities 
Commission suggesting that the concession offered by the 
Authority to state retirement pensioners was in breach of 
Section 29 of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.
Supporting Mr Haggett, Mr Barnes said that in view of the money 
spent on fisheries in recent years, particularly the new 
hatcheries at Leyland and Haweswater, it was not unreasonable that 
the increase in licence duties should be higher than the level of 
inflation. Most members accepted this and felt that the proposed 
increases in licence duties were reasonable under the 
circumstances, but it was pointed out by Mr Holland that in recent 
years the Authority had encouraged anglers to accept increases in 
line with inflation and that this departure from that principle 
would undoubtedly cause questions to be asked. He pointed out 
that anglers were already questioning the need for a 5% increase 
when the Government had stated that inflation had fallen to 3.6% 
and that the proposed 10% increase would be far harder to 
justify. Mr Houghton added that the proposed 10% increase would 
be nothing compared with anticipated increases after privatisation 
of the water industry.
Mr Barnes acknowledged Mr Bailey's comments that commercial 
netsmen would be more seriously affected by the proposals than rod 
and line fishermen.
RECOMMENDED
That in future years, concessionary rod and line licences be 
issued to juveniles (14-16 years), registered disabled 
persons, and anglers at age 65 years and over.
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RESOLVED
That the annual Fisheries Liaison meetings be held at the end 
of April (preferably during the week commencing 25 April) and 
that representatives at those meetings be asked to comment on 
the proposed fishing licence duty increases which have the 
support of this committee.
160. PRIVATISATION - THE NATIONAL RIVERS AUTHORITY
Mr Barnes advised the Committee that the Government had published 
its policy for a Public Regulatory Body in a privatised water 
industry which laid greater emphasis on the requirement for a 
strong regional presence for the National Rivers Authority.
Members expressed great concern about the Government paper, paying 
particular attention to annex B which Mr Ecroyd described as being 
hopelessly wrong and inadequate, pointing out that fisheries 
expenditure at this Authority totalled 25% of the figure which 
purported to represent fisheries expenditure nationally.
Mr Ecroyd and Mr Neal then suggested that the existing fisheries 
Committee was representative of fishery interests in the North 
West and that any attempt to reduce its membership should be 
rejected, as should any attempt to introduce people representing 
interests other than fisheries.
Members expressed great apprehension about likely increases in 
fishing licence duties under the NRA and agreed that fishery 
Committees working within the NRA environment should be autonomous 
and should have executive powers at local level. However, they 
felt that the Government's proposals were still unclear despite 
the policy document and that a special meeting of the Committee 
should be held after publication of the Government’s guidelines so 
that meaningful comments on proposals for fisheries could be 
included in the Authority's presentation.
RESOLVED
That a special meeting of the Committee be held at the 
Authority's office at Beathwaite, Levens, on Monday 25 April 
commencing at 2.00 pm for consideration of the Government 
guidelines in respect of fisheries operations under the NRA.
161. MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NORWADS LIAISON GROUP
The Committee noted the minutes of a meeting of the NORWADS 
Liaison Group held in Carlisle on the 26 January 1988.
162. COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON
After Mr Barnes had briefly . reminded members of earlier 
discussions on this subject, Mr Holland gave details of the
-  4 -
special meeting held in October 1987 between the North West Branch 
of the NFA, Lancashire Fishery Consultative Association and Mersey 
and Weaver Anglers Consultative Association. He advised members 
that, following discussion, the representatives attending the 
meeting had reiterated their earlier decision that the close 
season should be retained for rivers and streams but dispensed 
with on enclosed waters. He felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by awaiting the results of the NFA national survey and 
asked that the Committee agree the recommendation from the special 
meeting.
In response to questions from Dr Harpley members agreed that the 
descriptions set out in the report to the Committee dated 
14 September 1987 (item number 10) should apply as follows
Paragraph 2 (a) - areas where close season would still apply
Paragraph 2 (c) - areas to which byelaw 16 (the maggot ban) would 
need to be extended.
RECOMMENDED
That the Board be asked to approve in principles-
1. An amendment to existing byelaw 7 to dispense with the 
coarse fish close season on enclosed waters and to allow 
individual associations and owners to make their own 
arrangements.
2. An amendment to byelaw 16 so that in streams, rivers, 
those parts of rivers canalised for navigation purposes 
and in certain named lakes, fishing would only be 
permitted with fly, artificial lure, minnow, worm or 
shrimp during the period 15 March to 15 June.
3. An amendment to byelaw 18 so that the keep-net ban would 
apply during any coarse fish close season agreed by 
Fishery Associations and/or owners on enclosed waters, or 
on streams, rivers, and those parts of rivers canalised 
for navigational purposes during the period 15 March to
15 June.
163. SEA FISHERY BYELAWS
Members were advised that the draft Cumbria Sea Fisheries byelaws 
considered at the last meeting had received the consent of the 
Board and would shortly be submitted to the Minister of 
Agriculture Fisheries and Food for formal consent. Similar 
byelaws for the North Western and North Wales Sea Fisheries area 
were at a very early stage and it would be sometime before 
proposals could be brought to the Committee.
Mr Bailey commented on rumours which were circulating in the
E?
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Morecambe bay area about the Authority's intentions in connection 
with sea fishing byelaws and it was agreed that the officers would 
meet Mr Bailey after the meeting to explain exactly what the 
Authority were trying to do and to repudiate any 
misrepresentations which were being made.
164. SALMON ACT 1986 - PROSECUTIONS
Members noted a report which outlined examples of prosecutions by 
the Authority under Section 32 of the Salmon Act 1986 which had 
resulted in heavy fines for offenders.
RESOLVED
That the appreciation of the Committee for the first class 
efforts of bailiffs and other fishery staff be recorded.
165. RIVER CALDEW FISH PASSES - PROGRESS REPORT
The Committee noted a report which indicated that construction 
work at Holme Head weir had been completed and that Cummersdale 
weir was well advanced, whilst work at Buckabank weir was due to 
commence in April.
Although it was reported that salmon had been seen upstream of 
Holme Head weir following completion of the fish pass, Dr Harpley 
advised Mr Irving that it was thought unlikely that coarse fish 
would migrate upstream.
166. HATCHERY DEVELOPMENTS - PROGRESS REPORT
Dr Harpley advised the Committee that although working conditions 
at Holmewrangle hatchery were not ideal, some 2.5 million ova had 
been taken into the hatchery.
At Leyland Coarse Fish farm, the Authority had bred carp simply to 
prove the operation of the new installation and that chub (for 
re-stocking) and Koi carp (to provide financial stability) had 
also been reared. In response to questions from Mr Holland, 
Dr Harpley confirmed that re-stocking was the first priority for 
fish bred at Leyland and that only after re-stocking needs had 
been satisfied would fish be available for re-sale. It was 
anticipated that some 40,000 to 50,000 chub would be available for 
re-stocking later this year and that it was unlikely that the 
authority would wish to breed roach at Leyland, because roach were 
hard to breed, slow to grow and cheap to buy from other sources.
167. SALMON DEALER LICENCING
Members considered a report on salmon dealer licencing and noted 
differences between the proposed English and Scottish schemes. 
They agreed that the officers should prepare a comprehensive 
response to the consultation paper and supported the areas
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outlined in the report where the officers had suggested that the 
proposals required strengthening.
168. SOLWAY CLOSE TIMES
Members noted a report outlining differences in the weekly close 
time for salmon netting on the Scottish and English sides of the 
Solway.
After Mr Barnes had explained the present situation concerning 
implementation of the Solway Haaf Net Limitation Order it was 
agreed that, although standardisation of the weekly close time on 
the Solway would be beneficial, no attempt should be made to 
adjust the weekly close time on the English side of the Solway 
until the circumstances were more propitious.
169. SOLWAY HAAF NETS - ALLOCATION OF LICENCES
The Committee noted a report outlining progress on allocation of 
licences under the North West Water Authority (Limitation of Heave 
or Haaf Net Licences - Solway Firth) Order 1986.
170. DISTRIBUTION OF COMMITTEE PAPERS
Several members said that postal delays had made it impossible for 
them to discuss recommendations with their colleagues, and that 
earlier distribution of the papers would be advantageous.
RESOLVED
That the Agenda and papers for future meetings of this 
Committee be circulated two weeks prior to the meeting 
instead of one week as at present.
171. PROSECUTIONS FOR FISHERY OFFENCES
In response to a question from Mr Brown, Dr Harpley agreed to 
present a list of all fishery prosecutions during the past year at 
the next meeting of the Committee.
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23 MAY 1988
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1989
0448b CH
1. As requested by Members at the meeting on 15 February 1988 the 
proposals for increases in fishing licence duties for 1989 were 
submitted for comment to the three fisheries liaison meetings.
2. There were no adverse comments about any of the proposals but 
disappointment was expressed that the opportunity had not been 
taken to reduce the number of different licences which were 
available.
3. It is recommended that the Board be asked to approve the proposed 
increases in fishing licence duties listed in the attached report 
and authorise the Secretary and Solicitor to carry out such 
statutory proceedings as may be necessary to obtain the approval of 
the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food to the proposed 
increases.
4. Members are also requested to consider whether or not the Ministers 
excusal from licencing of freshwater fishing in ponds of less than 
1 ha. is still appropriate.
NORTH WEST HATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15 FEBRUARY 1988
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1989
On 8 February 1988, the Board considered its budget and charges for 
1988/89. Amongst the items considered was a recommendation that 
fishing licence duties be increased by some 10%, and this Committee 
was asked for its observations on this recommendation.
The background to the recommendation is the 5% increase in licence 
duties that has been made in each of the last three years. Because 
fisheries expenditure (including capital financing costs) has been 
rising at a somewhat higher rate, the level of recoupment - ie the 
proportion of fisheries expenditure recovered from licence duties - 
has consequently fallen slightly. This has recently been the subject 
of Ministerial comment.
After eliminating several non-recurring costs, fisheries expenditure 
is set to rise in 1988/89 by 7.2%. An increase in duties which is in 
excess of that rise - and 10% is suggested - will improve the level 
of recoupment and partly redress the balance of the last three years.
The policy has been adopted in recent years of rounding increases to 
the nearest 50 pence. This creates difficulty when endeavouring at 
the same time to maintain the ratios referred to in paragraph 4. A 
25 pence rounding would therefore be more practicable for single rod 
and line duties although rounding to the nearest £ may be more 
appropriate in the case of the commercial licences. The proposed 
duties for 1989 are as follows:-
Present Duties 
£
Proposed Duties 
£
SINGLE ROD AND LINE (whole area)
(1) Salmon
Season
Part Season from 1 June 
Season concessionary 
Part season concessionary 
Seven day
29.00
22.00 
14.50 
11.00
7.00
32.00
24.00
16.00 
12.00
7.75
(2) Migratory Trout
Season
Season concessionary 
Seven day
12.00
6.00
3.00
13.00
6.50
3.25
(3) Non-migratory trout (brown
trout, rainbow trout and char)
Season
Season concessionary 
Seven day
5.00
2.50
1.75
5.50
2.75
1.75
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(4) Freshwater fish and eels 
Season
Season concessionary 
Seven day
COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING
Fixed eel traps
Eel or Fyke nets
Traps, putcheons or baskets
Present Duties
4.00
2.00 
1.00
Proposed Duties 
£
4.50
2.25
1.25
44.00 per trap per annum 48.00
1.00 per net per annum 1.00
9.00 per 25 (or part 10.00 
thereof) per annum
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES 
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area drift, hang or whammel net 184.50 203.00
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 
Whole area heave or haaf net 36.00 40.00
River Eden coop 172.00 189.00
River Derwent coop 384.00 422.00
South West Cumberland garth 190.50 210.00
NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble, drift,, hang or whammel net 118.00 130.00
(not exceeding 140m in length when wet) 
River Lune, drift, hang or whammel net 195.50 215.00
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet) 
River Lune, draw, draft or seine net 169.50 186.00
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 
River Duddon, draw, draft or seine net 162.00 178.00
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 
River Lune: heave or haaf net 75.00 83.00
River Kent: lave net 88.50 97.00
River Leven: lave net 73.00 80.00
NOTE: Fishing for eels with rod and line in tidal and estuarial 
waters seaward of the high water mark (as defined on the 
Ordnance Survey Map : 1 to 50,000 series) is exempt from the 
licensing system.
4. It will be noted that the relationship between season, season 
concessionary and 7 day licences is broadly a ratio of 4 : 2 : 1 
other than the 7 day salmon and non migratory trout licences which 
are slightly out of line. The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food have suggested that charges could be linked in this way and the 
proposed duties incorporate a further movement towards the standard 
ratio.
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5. Any variation of licence duties requires local consultation and 
public advertisement within the region and, subsequently, the 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
6. Concessionary Rod and Line licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 
years), state retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons. 
However, within the last few days the Authority Chairman has received 
a letter from the Equal Opportunities Commission (as a result of a 
complaint they have received) stating that sex discrimination occurs 
where a man is treated less favourably than a woman in similar 
circumstances and suggesting that the Authority's offer of 
concessionary licences to men aged 65 and over and to women aged 60 
and over is in breach of Section 29 of the Sex Discrimination Act 
1975.
It seems likely that the Courts would support this suggestion and the 
Members may wish to comment on the three options which the officers 
feel are open to the Authority to satisfy this requirement of the 
Act:-
(a) Withdraw all concessions - this would seem to be far too 
draconian and might prevent people on fixed incomes from 
pursuing their sport.
(b) Allow concessions at age 60 years and over - this would 
adversely affect fisheries income because all male anglers 
between ages 60 and 65 would be entitled to reduced duty 
licences.
(c) Allow concessions at 65 years and over - this would adversely 
affect female anglers betwen the ages of 60 and 65 years but in 
view of the lesser number of female anglers, it is unlikely that 
any material effect on fisheries income would result.
7. It is recommended that the fisheries liaison meetings be asked to 
comment on these proposals and that their comments be taken into 
consideration by this Committee at its meeting on 23 May 1988 when it 
formulates its observations for the Board.
0449b CH
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23 MAY 1988
FISHING LICENCE SALES -  1987
1 . F o r th e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  a l l  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  s a l e s  hav e  been  
r e c o r d e d  on c o m p u te r , th u s  e n s u r in g  q u ic k  and  a c c u r a te  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s a l e s  t r e n d s .
2 . A ppend ix  1 shows th e  num ber o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  d u r in g  1987 a c c o rd in g  
t o  c a te g o r y ,  w h ich  i s  com pared  w i th  f i g u r e s  f o r  1986 and  1987 w hich  
show a  s l i g h t  im provem en t on l a s t  y e a r .
3 . A ppend ix  2 shows th e  num ber o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  i n  e a c h  D i s t r i c t  
C o u n c il  a r e a .


0432b ES
(NORWADS) LIAISON GROUP
HELD IN CARLISLE ON 15 APRIL 1988
P r e s e n t :
W A R u th e r f o r d  (C hairm an)
X A F B arn es  
E P E croyd  
A C F in d le y  
C H a rp le y
C Newton 
D R o th w e ll 
M ajor I  S t e e l  
J E M  S te v e n so n
In  A tte n d a n c e :
C M cCall (MAFF)
S i r  H e c to r  Munro MP 
R B W illia m so n  (DAFS)
S e c r e ta r y  B J  B r ig g s
2 9 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Dr K 0 ' G rady
3 0 . MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The m in u te s  w ere r e c e iv e d  as  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  o f  th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  
on 26 J a n u a ry  1988 .
3 1 . SOLWAY HAAF NET LIMITATION ORDER -  JUDICIAL REVIEW
Dr H a rp le y  in fo rm e d  members t h a t  th e  Ju d g e  had  r u le d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  
th e  M in i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  F i s h e r i e s  and Food W ater A u th o r i ty  a t  
th e  J u d i c i a l  Review  h e a r in g  i n  London on 24 M arch 1988 , s t a t i n g  
t h a t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  a c t i o n s  w ere r e a s o n a b le  and  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
f i s h i n g .  H ow ever, i t  was u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  some o f  th e  n e tsm en  w ere 
t r y i n g  t o  o r g a n i s e  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  to  t a k e  th e  m a t te r  f u r t h e r  
and  i t  was e x p e c te d  t h a t  th e  Ombudsman w ould  a l s o  be in v o lv e d .
The 165 l i c e n c e s  a llo w e d  by th e  O rder h a d  now b e e n  i s s u e d  and e a ch  
o f  th e  l i c e n c e d  h a a f  n e tsm en  now c a r r i e d  a  s e a le d  i d e n t i t y  c a rd  
b e a r in g  h i s  p h o to g ra p h .
32 . BORDER ESK -  LICENCE REVENUES AND AREAS OF JURISDICTION
Mr Newton drew  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  members to  a lo o p h o le  in  
L e g i s l a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  th e  B o rd e r Esk and  a d m it te d  t h a t  he  was 
lo o k in g  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  s o lv in g  th e  d ilem m a. The m ain  p rob lem  
was th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  f i s h i n g  o f f e n c e s  a t  p l a c e s  away from  th e  w a te r  
i t s e l f ,  f o r  ex am p le , h a n d l in g  o f f e n c e s .  T h ere  w ere two p o s s ib l e  
s o l u t i o n s  to  t h i s  p ro b le m : th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i t s e l f  c o u ld  be  a l t e r e d  
( b u t  t h i s  w ould  p r o b a b ly  be f a r  to o  d i f f i c u l t  and c o m p l ic a te d ) ,  o r  
a  num ber o f  N o rth  W est W ater f i s h e r i e s  b a i l i f f s  c o u ld  be g iv e n  
pow er by  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  S c o t la n d  t o  a c t  a s  b a i l i f f s  in
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certain areas which would need to be carefully defined. The latter 
would be the easier solution and would have the effect of marrying 
the 1975 Act (rivers and banks etc) with the 1951 Act (the 
catchment except for rivers and banks); whether it was reasonable 
or not was questionable.
Members agreed that it would be advantageous for North West Water 
to make a formal approach to DAFS to see whether the Secretary of 
State would be prepared to give NWW bailiffs powers to act in the 
Esk catchment.
33. SOLWAY WEEKLY CLOSE TIME
Mr Rutherford read a letter from John Gummer MP indicating that if 
North West Water decided to alter the Solway weekly close time, he 
would give the matter his full attention.
In response, Dr Harpley suggested that the Authority were in a 
stronger position following the Judicial Review and the recent 
approval of the Solway close season byelaw but that grounds for 
changing the weekly close time would need to be considered very 
carefully if the Authority were to avoid accusations of persecution 
against commercial fishermen.
A public enquiry would be the inevitable result of any proposal to 
alter the weekly close time.
It was generally agreed that the collection of statistics to 
justify alterations to the weekly close time on conservation 
grounds would take some considerable time, and many members felt 
that a conservation case would be difficult to justify. A fishery 
management case would be easier to justify, but Mr Barnes suggested 
that the Scottish and English parties needed to get closer to joint 
management before presenting such a case.
The possibility of establishing "no go" areas along lines suggested 
by the netsmen themselves some years ago would probably be ignored 
by present day netsmen.
The discussion was summarised by Mr Barnes who suggested that the 
group needed to monitor management problems on the Solway so that 
when an application to change the close time was submitted, the 
group would be in a stronger position to justify that request. He 
felt that in twelve months time the group would be much closer to a 
joint management arrangement and that would be a far better time 
for the application to be submitted. The bad publicity which would 
result from a decision against the group at any public inquiry 
could delay effective management of the Solway for some 5 to 10 
years, and whilst North West Water were in full agreement with a 
matching weekly close time on both sides of the Solway, opposition 
to any such proposal would be particularly strong at the present 
time.
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35. REPORT OP A MEETING OF THE SOLWAY FIRTH WORKING GROUP
Mr Newton reported orally on a meeting which had been held on 
18 March 1988 to try and further progress on setting up an Inner 
Solway Commission. He explained, with no pun intended, that the 
situation on the Solway was extremely fluid at the present time, 
citing as examples the sale of Loch and Dornock fisheries (where 
fact and rumour seemed to be available in equal proportions) and 
the Scottish Haaf Net action which had been adjourned until the 26 
August 1988 and which would probably go to appeal after the hearing.
Many of the aims of the Inner Solway Commission had been set out in 
the 1986 report, but some of the problems identified by that report 
had now been dealt with, for example the Eden draft nets and the 
Solway haaf nets; others could probably be overcome by varying the 
area in which the Commission would operate. Four options were open 
to the groups-
1. Do nothing - probably best to ignore this option.
2. Include the Annan box - however, this would affect Annan 
District Salmon Fishery Board income and may infringe Charter 
rights.
3. Control all fishing in the area stated - this would be the 
preferred option.
4. Control all fishing but exclude the Loch and Dornokh area - 
however, this could lead to a loss of revenue and also to loss 
of control.
The provision of proper management on the Inner SolWay would 
benefit all who were dependent upon the success of the fishery and 
would ensure adequate escapement to the feeder rivers* notably the 
Border Esk and Eden; thus, both commercial netsmen riparian
owners would benefit. North West Water would not necessarily seek 
to recover all the cost of bailiffing in the Solway from the 
Commission even though it would lose haaf net income, but it could 
turn to rod fishermen on the Border Esk to seek licence revenue to 
recover the cost of the enforcement work carried out for their 
benefit.
Under the National Rivers Authority it was unlikely that the 
Government would be prepared to cover the cost of an Inner Solway 
Coihmission, and if the Scottish Courts ruled that haaf netting was 
illegal, it was possible that the Commissions only income would 
come from English haaf netters.
A further source of income might be from local authority ratefc on 
fisheries, but although great pressure had been put ott MAFF for 
rates on public fisheries to be channelled to water authorities 
rather than local authorities, to date little enthusiasm had be#n 
shown for the suggestion.
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After further discussions on the subject of financing, Mr Stevenson 
suggested that the liaison group was once again getting "bogged 
down" with the financing problems which had caused Such 
difficulties for earlier working groups and suggested that 
proposals for a Solway Commission should be put in abeyance until 
this liaison group felt that it had the right answer. Mr Rothwell 
supported Mr Stevenson on the grounds that the liaison group worked 
very well and that its replacement might not be so effective. 
However, he felt that the group should be able to make decisions 
affecting the Solway which would be binding on both the Hater 
Authority and the Annan District Salmon Fishery Board.
Mr Barnes thought it unlikely that such powers would be granted to 
the liaison group and suggested that because fisheries in England 
were in a state of flux it might be easier to establish a Solway 
Commission under the present Water Authority regime, than under 
some future National River Authority, and that the liaison group 
should make as much progress as possible towards establishing a 
Solway Commission.
Members agreed that the special working group should have further 
discussions about the financial problems which could affect the 
commission and try to identify possible sources of income.
36. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Liaison Group should be 
on Friday 14 October 1988, in Carlisle, commencing at 1.30 pm.
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P r e s e n t :
R e p r e s e n t in g  N o rth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty  
T A F B arn es  
C H a rp le y  
C D u rie
R e p r e s e n t in g  F u rn e ss  & S o u th  Cum bria
H B Whitham 
R H arper 
G B Lawson
R e p r e s e n t in g  R ib b le
J  P L ord 
D S Sodo
R e p r e s e n t in g  Lune & Wyre
D S to c k e r  
L W C la rk e  
J  C M atthew s 
P J  P a t r i c k
R e g io n a l F i s h e r y  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee Members
R B a i le y  
J  H F e l l  
M C r o f t
1 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Dr R B B ro u g h to n  and 
Mr R D H oughton .
2 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1989
Mr B a rn e s  in fo rm e d  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  th e  10% in c r e a s e  in  
f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  p ro p o se d  f o r  1989 was due t o  p r e s s u r e  from  
MAFF t o  t r y  and  d e c re a s e  th e  w ide gap  b e tw e en  f i s h e r i e s  incom e and
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expenditure, the high expenditure being mainly due to bailiffing 
costs. He felt that the increases were fair, bearing in mind the 
improvements carried out in recent years by the Authority for the 
benefit of fisheries in general.
As in previous years Mr Sodo suggested that the number of different 
types of licence available to anglers Could be reduced to two, a 
reduction which was bound to occur sooner or later. In reply, 
Mr Barnes agreed that the number of different licences should be 
reduced but the number of objections to such a proposal would be so 
large as to make a public inquiry inevitable.
There was a short discussion about the Authority's proposals for 
concessionary licences after Mr Barnes explained that to allow 
concessions at age 60 years and over could reduce licence income by 
some £18,000. It was suggested that this difference could easily 
be recovered by a small increase in the cost of the remaining 
licences but the majority of members acknowledged that the problem 
was to identify persons eligible for concessionary licences, a 
pension book being the easiest means of identification. Members 
agreed that option C was the most suitable bearing in mind the 
present circumstances, but asked that the matter be reconsidered 
should the Government decide to reduce the pensionable age for 
males at some future date.
3. CLOSE SEASON FOR COARSE FISH
Mr Barnes explained to the representatives that abuse of the close 
season for coarse fish had led the Authority to believe that the 
course fish close season should be dispensed with on enclosed 
waters and that individual associations and owners should be 
allowed to make their own arrangements. The Authority had been 
advised by biologists that abolition of the close season would not 
adversely affect coarse fish, and the matter had been discussed at 
great length in previous meetings of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee and special meetings of other fisheries 
organisations. In February the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee had approved in principle the abolition of the close 
season for coarse fish and had asked the officers to prepare the 
appropriate amendments to byelaws 7, 16 and 18.
The representatives noted the proposed amendments to these byelaws 
and had no objections to their implementation.
4. PROGRESS ON HATCHERY DEVELOPMENT
Dr Harpley spoke briefly about progress on hatchery developments at 
Leyland and Haweswater and about the b u r o c r a c y  involved in 
applications for EEC grants in respect of these developments.
He advised members that the Leyland Coarse Fish Hatchery was almost 
complete and that chub, carp and koi carp had been bred last year 
in order to prove the efficiency of the hatchery. A number of
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re-stockings and sales of coarse fish had already taken place and 
this year it was intended to produce carp, roach, tench, grass carp 
and bream. The lagoons to serve the hatchery would be complete by 
the end of May and the fisheries department had acquired stock 
ponds at other sites.
Work at Holmwrangle and Haweswater in connection with the Lakeland 
Smolt enterprise was progressing well, with completion of 
construction expected in about one month's time. Survival results 
had been far better than anticipated and it was estimated that the 
Authority would have over one million fed fry for re-stocking this 
ye a r . He added that Lakeland Smolt were now looking at a site at 
Wet Sleddale and one at Thirlmere for future expansion.
In response to a question from Mr Fell, Dr Harpley confirmed that 
all ova used for re-stocking came from local rivers and were 
returned to those rivers, but Scottish ova were being used to 
produce smolts for onward rearing in Scottish cages. A number of 
S2 fish would be available very cheaply later this year for 
re-stocking. Whilst there was no disease risk, if a large number 
of foreign stock fish were introduced there was a possibility of 
inter-breeding and a consequent change in local stock 
characteristics. He felt that it would be valuable to experiment 
in a small catchment area which had few local fish and therefore 
little to lose from the re-stocking and Mr Whitham agreed to speak 
to riparian owners in the Furness and South Cumbria area to 
identify a possible site.
Mr Durie informed the representatives that the Authority now had 
micro tagging equipment which allowed fish to be marked without too 
much handling and less mutilation than in the past, thus resulting 
in easier monitoring.
4. THE NATIONAL RIVER AUTHORITY
Mr Barnes explained to representatives that the Government, as part 
of its privatisation proposals, intended to establish a National 
Rivers Authority which would remain in the public sector and would 
carry out the water authorities regulatory and river basin 
operations after the privatisation of water authorities other 
functions. He said that meetings with ministers had established 
that the NRA would have a strong regional presence, that the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee would continue more or less 
unaltered, and that it was hoped to perpetuate the fisheries 
liaison meetings.
The establishment of the NRA would not be without difficulties! 
One big problem was finance, which the Government said would be met 
from central funds, whilst believing they could increase licence 
fees to cover costs. Another problem was the apportionment of 
assets which would need to be agreed with the PLC.
Mr Whitham suggested that local associations might wish to contact
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their MPs about the establishment of the NRA and asked what was 
most important from a fisheries point of view. Mr Barnes suggested 
that the three most important points were a strong regional board 
with executive power to deal with fisheries matters, adequate 
funding, and an equitable distribution of assets. In response to a 
further question concerning the application of rates on fisheries 
towards fisheries expenditure, Mr Barnes said that MAFF were 
already under pressure for the money received from local authority 
rates on fisheries to be transferred to the NR A, but were 
"lukewarm" about this issue. Further pressure from the 
Consultative Associations might be useful.
6. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND POACHING
Mr Sodo expressed great concern about the spreading of slurry and 
manure on agricultural land throughout the year, particularly in 
winter when the deposits could be washed down into streams or 
rivers by heavy rainfall.
Mr Durie substantiated Mr Sodo's comments and said that there had 
been 9 significant prosecutions on the Ribble system last year. 
Fines for deliberate slurry discharges were very high and several 
sites in the Ribble catchment were being closely monitored because 
of recognised problems. As part of a survey on the river Brock, 
staff had visited 306 premises of which 209 were farms. A variety 
of problems had been identified, including slurry discharges, 
silages problems, cross connections on drainage systems etc, but 
since the visits there had been a substantial improvement.
One of the most difficult problems to deal with was the sporadic 
pollution incident on a river which was otherwise chemically and 
bacteriologically satisfactory and the Authority were now trying to 
identify ways of combatting this. The Authority'8 powers had been 
strengthened by the Control of Pollution Act which allows them to 
re-stock an affected watercourse and to re-charge the polluter, but 
the identification of pollution problems required technical 
expertise which excluded the use of part-time volunteer labour.
After suggestions that much of the slurry and manure spreading in 
winter was of little value to the land and more a method of 
disposal, there was a short discussion concerning farming practices 
and guidelines issued by the NFU. It was accepted that slurry 
spread in late winter or early spring which was subsequently washed 
into watercourses would kill any eggs which had been laid there, 
and prosecutions had followed such incidents when proof of the 
pollution was available, but if the farmer had followed the NFU 
guidelines it was unlikely that the Court would find him guilty, 
irrespective of any damage to fisheries caused by the pollution.
The representatives agreed that this appeared to be a national 
problem and urged great publicity both from the NFU and the water 
authorities to ensure that both the farming and the non-farming 
communities were aware of the problems.
PRESTON CORPORATION ACT 1921
Mr Barnes advised the representatives that Mr Houghton, who was in 
hopsital with a leg injury and thus unable to attend the meeting, 
had intended to ask a question concerning the Preston Corporation 
Act 1921, Section 25 of which provided for the payment of £2,000 to 
the Ribble Board of Conservators for the benefit of the rivers 
Ribble and Hodder.
On Mr Houghton's behalf, Mr Briggs had asked the Authority's 
Finance Department about this money and they had replied that the 
Ribble Board of Conservators had paid the £2,000 to MAFF for 
investment, so that the income might be payable to them to assist 
in paying water bailiffs etc.
In 1967 the residue of the fund (totalling £1,200 invested in 3.5% 
war stock) was handed back to Lancashire River Authority and 
subsequently re-registered in the name of North West Water. The 
total fund at 1 March 1988 was £2,567.
The investment could have been sold and the proceeds re-invested 
but this would have involved a significant capital loss because the 
value of 3.5% war stock has fallen to 39%, giving a total market 
value of £468 (levels of 39% and below have been prevalent since 
1974).
LONE NET LIMITATION ORDER
In response to a question from Mr Matthews about the existing Net 
Limitation Order on the River Lune, Mr Barnes said that Net 
Limitation Orders lasted for a maximum of 10 years and that when 
such an Order expired the Authority needed to make out a case to 
justify any extension of the Order. Where a river was showing 
signs of improvement, renewal of the Order was not guaranteed, on 
the river Lune the Authority would shortly start to prepare its 
case to justify an extension of the present Order, but felt that it 
would be impossible to justify any reduction in the number of nets 
allowed under the Order.
NOTES OF A MEETING 
BETWEEN
NORTH WEST WATER AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS 
IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
HELD AT WARRINGTON 
ON 28 APRIL 1988
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Present
Representing North West Water
T A F Barnes 
C Harpley 
J B Leeming
Representing Lancashire
F Maskrey 
J Johnson 
B G Brown
Representing Mersey and Weaver
D Bridgewood 
G Ashbrook 
T L Pickering 
A V Smith
Regibnal Fishery Advisory Committee Members
J S Bailey 
A G R Brown 
P Neal
M Pugh-Thomas 
C E C Holland
Mr C Hallows (Winsford and District) also attended the 
meeting.
1. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1989
Mr Barnes advised members that, as in previous years, the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee had recommended that proposed 
increases in fishing licence duties for 1989 should be discussed by 
the fisheries liaison meetings prior to consideration by the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee at its meeting in May. He 
pointed out that the proposed increases were higher than the rate 
of inflation, but reflected the increased spending on fisheries
- 2 -
activities in recent years.
The recommendations were generally considered to be acceptable by the
representatives.
2. CLOSE SEASON FOR COARSE FISH
Mr Barnes told the representatives that the abolition of the close 
season for coarse fish had been approved in principle by the 
Authority and that as a result of that decision certain byelaws 
would need to be amended. The draft byelaws presented to the 
representatives for comments had been prepared by the officers and 
represented, in legal jargon, the abolition of a statutory close 
season for coarse fish on enclosed waters, a restriction on the 
types of bait or lures which would be allowed on waters where the 
coarse fish close season remained in force and a similar amendment 
to the keep net ban.
In response to questions, Dr Leeming said that most water 
authorities who had abandoned the close season had only carried out 
limited investigations into its benefits or disadvantages and 
agreed with Mr Holland that some investigations by this Authority 
would be useful after implementation of the proposals.
If these proposals were finally approved by MAFF the Authority's 
bailiffing effort would obviously be concentrated on rivers, but 
they would continue to carry out licence evasion patrols on 
enclosed waters.
Individual clubs would be entitled to impose a close season on the 
waters they controlled, and the Authority would encourage fishery 
owners to monitor the effects of the abolition of the statutory 
close season in order to build up a regional picture of the 
situation.
3. HATCHERY DEVELOPMENT
Dr Leeming advised the representatives that the heated coarse fish 
hatchery at Leyland was substantially complete and had already 
produced numbers of fish for both re-stocking and sale. The 
lagoons would be complete in approximately 4 weeks time and further 
stockpond capacity was being developed at Chorley and Winsford. 
Arrangements would be made for the representatives to visit the 
hatchery once the construction work was complete.
As a point of clarification, Dr Harpley said that the Authority 
would re-stock a watercourse free of charge when the cause of a 
fish mortality in that water coarse was not known or where a water 
course which had previously not held fish was being improved; a 
competitive rate would be charged for re-stocking when the polluter 
could be identified or where a club merely wanted to improve an 
existing fishery.
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On the subject of quality of fish, Mr Holland said that he had 
purchased some carp from the hatchery from the first production tun 
and found them to be in far better condition that he had ever been 
able to purchase elsewhere. He felt the Authority should be 
congratulated on the quality of its fish, but that attention to 
administrative detail was urgently required in the form of a list 
of fish available, together with a price which was all inclusive 
and not subject to extra charges for delivery etc.
4. THE NATIONAL RIVER AUTHORITY
Mr Barnes advised the representative that the Government had 
decided to create a National Rivers Authority as part of its 
privatisation proposals. The National River Authority would remain 
in the public sector and would deal with the regulatory functions 
presently carried out by water authorities, such as fisheries, land 
drainage, environmental protection, water resource planning and 
control etc, whilst the water supply, sewerage and sewage treatment 
functions would pass to the PLC. The NRA would be expected to 
recover as much of its costs as possible from people using its 
services, but the Government acknowledged that a significant 
proportion of its income would need to come from public funds.
Several representatives expressed concern about the possibility of 
a national licence being introduced by the NRA and suggested that a 
regional licence was essential. Supporting these comments, 
Mr Barnes said that a national licencing system would be almost 
impossible to administer and expressed fears about the suggestion 
that the NRA must maximise fisheries income. It was essential for 
the NRA to be adequately funded and local fisheries associations 
could assist by suggesting to their MPs that the rates payable in 
respect of private fisheries should not be paid to local 
authorities, but should go to the NRA and be used to benefit 
fisheries.
5. EQUIPMENT LOANS AND LIAISON WITH ANGLING CLUBS WHEN NETTING IS 
TAKING PLACE
Mr Johnson suggested that co-operation between the Authority and 
Angling Clubs was not as good as in the past, mainly due to the 
lack of Water Authority personnel. He cited an instance where a 
club wanted to carry out a netting operation on the River Ribble, 
but were told that there were insufficient staff to assist.
In reply, Dr Leeming said that during the past 12 months staff from 
the Southern Fisheries District had carried out over 300 surveys 
and nettings on behalf of clubs, and that the Department tried to 
help out as much as possible. Dr Harpley added that this matter 
would be taken up with the District Fisheries Officer in the Ribble 
area, but the one explanation might be that much of the bailiffing 
effort in that area had to be applied to anti-poaching patrols.
Other representatives said that they had had no problems in
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receiving assistance from the Fisheries Department but had found 
that it was necessary to be flexible on dates in order to 
accommodate other Authority commitments.
6. CONTROL OF DE-WATERING AND WATER QUALITY IN BRITISH WATERWAYS BOARD 
WATERS
Mr Brown said that many Angling Clubs were worried about 
de-watering of British Waterways Board waters because dates for 
such operations were often changed without notice and many 
instances fish were lost as a result. He felt that the BWB 
regarded anglers as nuisances and that the BWB should be answerable 
to the Water Authority if fish were lost as a result of their 
operations. Mr Brown was supported by Mr Bridgewood who said that 
agreed procedures were being ignored by BWB. He had written to his 
, Member of Parliament about this matter and had received a reply 
from the Minister, Colin Moyniham MP which he suggested was 
economical with the truth and at variance with known facts.
Dr Harpley and Dr Leeming said that although liaison with BWB was 
improving, problems were still occurring too frequently for the 
situation to be regarded as satisfactory. However, Dr Leeming was 
due to meet the newly appointed BWB Fisheries Officer in the coming 
week and would speak to him about possible improvements. It was 
agreed that BWB representatives should be invited to future liaison 
meetings and that any Angling Clubs having complaints about BWB 
de-waterings or water quality should submit their complaints in 
writing so that the matter could be formally investigated.
7. DISCHARGES TO WATERCOURSES - PUBLISHING OF DETAILS
Mr Neal said that the Mersey and Weaver Association were worried 
about the Water Authority allowing people to discharge to 
water-courses and thus causing problems for water quality and 
fisheries. He cited an application from a caravan site to 
discharge sewage from the site to the River Weaver.
In reply, Dr Learning said that there was a set procedure With which 
all dischargers had to comply. The standards were determined by 
the Water Authority and each discharge was monitored and listed in 
a register which could be inspected by anybody. He said that there 
had been instances where Angling Clubs had taken people to Court as 
a result of register inspections. Mr Barnes added that the 
planning authority would need to satisfy themselves that the sewage 
treatment was adequate before approving the site. In response to a 
further question about whether the Authority ever refused to allow 
a discharge, Mr Barnes pointed out that it was difficult to refuse 
a discharge but instead the Authority would insist on Wore rigorous 
treatment prior to discharge. Applications were always considered 
in line with the receiving watercourse and under certain conditions 
for the Authority would insist on extra special treatment before 
authorising the discharge.
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SILAGE POLLUTION
In response to a question concerning silage pollution, Mr Barnes 
confirmed that the Authority were taking a hard line with such 
pollutions and would generally prosecute such polluters unless 
exceptional circumstances could be proved.
Mr Bridgewood said that he had recently attended a demonstration of 
silage production in the Lake District where dried beet pulp had 
been used to hold or absorb silage liquor and that whilst this 
treatment seemed to be particularly effective, the cost of buying 
beet pulp was high and it might pay the Authority to provide loans 
to farmers who were prepared to implement such a system.
It was agreed that a recent slurry spreading operation by Water 
Authority staff which had caused problems in the Church Minshull 
area would be investigated by Dr Leeming.
GENERAL COMMENTS
(a) In response to a number of complaints about fishing leases, it 
was agreed that individual angling clubs should write to Mr 
Briggs at Dawson House so that the matter could be taken up 
formally with the Estates Department.
(b) In response to question from Mr Bailey about a recent 
pollution incident on the Weaver and rock salt stores adjacent 
to that river, Dr Leeming said that he had no knowledge of the 
pollution incident was still actively investigating the rock 
salt problem.
(c) In response to a question about a proposed weir on the Kibble 
with locks as far upstream as Salmesbury, Mr Barnes said that 
this scheme was in its very early stages and was unlikely to 
progress. If any firm proposals did eventually appear then 
the Authority would look very carefully at them.
NOTES OF A. MEETING 
BETWEEN
NORTH WEST WATER AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS 
IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
HELD AT COCKERMOUTH 
ON 29 APRIL 1988
0445b ES/PC
P r e s e n t
R e p r e s e n t in g  N o r th  W est W ater
T A F B arn e s  
C H a rp le y  
C Newton
R e p r e s e n t in g  Eden and  D i s t r i c t
E Cave 
J  G eddes 
J  Thompson 
R Mason
R e p r e s e n t in g  S o u th  and  W est C um bria
S Payne 
J  A b e rn e th y  
E M W rig h t 
A M o ffa t
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  Members
E P E croyd  
B I r v i n g  
F B u n tin g
1 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1989
Mr B a rn e s  in fo rm e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e  m e e tin g  t h a t  f i s h e r i e s  
e x p e n d i tu r e  h ad  b een  r i s i n g  f a s t e r  th a n  incom e i n  r e c e n t  y e a rs  
b e c a u s e  o f  A u th o r i ty  s p e n d in g  on new f i s h e r i e s  p r o j e c t s  and t h a t  
t h i s  h ad  b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  comments from  MAFF. The o f f i c e r s  f e l t  
t h a t  th e  1989 f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  s h o u ld  r e c o g n is e  th e  
a d d i t i o n a l  s p e n d in g  on f i s h e r i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  a p p ly in g  th e  u s u a l  
" r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n "  i n c r e a s e  and  h ad  t h e r e f o r e  recom m ended a 10% 
r i s e  f o r  1989 .
A lth o u g h  members w ere g e n e r a l l y  i n  a g re e m e n t w i th  th e  in c r e a s e  
Dr A b e rn e th y  e x p re s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  had  once  a g a in  
f a i l e d  t o  r e d u c e  th e  num ber o f  d i f f e r e n t  l i c e n c e s  w h ich  w ere
- 2 -
available. Agreeing with Dr Abernethy's point, Mr Barnes said the 
Authority would like to see a reduction to only two types of 
licence and would certainly look at that possibility in the 
future. However, in the light of past experience such proposals 
were sure to attract great opposition and a public inquiry might be 
inevitable.
2. CLOSE SEASON FOR COARSE FISH
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that after some 18 months of 
discussions the Board had finally approved in principle the 
abolition of the close season for coarse fish and had instructed 
the officers to prepare the appropriate Byelaw amendments. These 
had been circulated to all three liaison meetings for comment prior 
to consideration by the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee at 
their meeting on 23 May.
In response to questions about alterations to Byelaw 16 which 
restricted the type of bait or lures which could be used in waters 
where the coarse fish close season would remain, Dr Harpley 
suggested that it was far easier to say what could be used than to 
try and identify and subsequently ban every permutation of 
materials that a coarse angler might use to attract fish.
After a short discussion it was agreed that prawns were a 
legitimate bait for salmon and should be added to the list of 
permitted items in Byelaw 16.
3. PROGRESS ON HATCHERY DEVELOPMENT
Dr Harpley advised representatives that the Authority had produced 
over one million fed fry for re-stocking during the current season, 
even though the new hatchery was not yet complete. This was the 
largest number of fry for re-stocking throughout the country and 
the fisheries section were hoping to expand on this number in the 
future.
The coarse fish hatchery at Leyland was now operational, although 
construction work on the lagoons would not be complete for another 
month. 250,000 carp fry were in the hatchery at the present time 
and it was intended to follow these with roach, chub, tench and 
grass carp later this year.
Mr Newton said that the quality of the fish produced at the 
hatchery was excellent and the fed fry showed a far faster growth 
than in the past. It was intended to provide 1.7 million salmon 
ova every year which should result in 1.3 - 1.4 million fed fry for 
re-stocking.
In response to questions about the source of the ova taken into the 
hatchery, Dr Harpley confirmed that from a re-stocking point of 
view all fry would be returned to the rivers from which the ova 
were obtained, but the hatchery would also be producing smolts for
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the cage rearing industry in Scotland and the ova for these was all 
imported. The Authority had been advised that a number of S2 
smolts would be available for re-stocking purposes if required and 
it was intended to experiment with these in a river which had 
restricted natural stocks to see the effects.
Mr Newton advised members that the Authority had been carrying out - 
a micro-tagging programme on the Caldew and this year was expecting 
the first of these tagged fish in either the Eden or the Caldew. 
He asked that the representatives advise their members that any 
tagged or fin clipped fish be kept by the angler and the Authority 
notified so that the tag could be retrieved. The Authority had no 
intention of confiscating the fish and in addition would pay a 
reward of approximately £6 for each fish reported to them.
4. THE NATIONAL RIVER AUTHORITY
Mr Barnes advised the representatives that the Government had 
decided to set up a National River Authority to retain water 
authorities regulatory and river basin functions in the public 
sector after privatisation of the water authorities main 
functions. The fisheries function would be transferred to the NRA 
and it was accepted that the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committees 
would continue, probably in their present format. It was his 
personal hope that local liaison meetings would also continue to 
ensure the input of local information to the decision making 
process.
At the present time each water authority was setting up a shadow 
NRA for its own region and their proposals would be submitted to 
the Government in due course. The estimated date for the start of 
the embryo NRA was April 1989. Although the NRA would have the 
advantage of being an independent body responsible for the 
protection of water quality, fears had been expressed about the 
adequacy of NRA financing, and there was concern that functions 
might be merged to economise.
In response to a question from Mr Thompson, Mr Barnes, said that 
licence duties would almost certainly be affected by the new 
arrangements and this Authority were in a difficult position 
because of the high costs of "policing" the game fishing rivers. 
Each region was different and had different financing problems; in 
the Thames and Anglian areas it was relatively easy to balance 
fisheries budgets because their lack of game fisheries considerably 
reduced bailiffing efforts. North West Water could not possibly 
meet its expenditure from licence income, nor could other water 
authorities with extensive game fishing within their areas, for 
example, Welsh Water Authority.
Mr Bunting said that the present bailiffing force was essential to 
carry out properly the duties imposed by the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975 and that anglers must therefore anticipate a 
vast increase in licence duties following the setting up of
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th e  NRA. Dr A b e rn e th y  and  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e x p re s s e d  c o n c e rn  
a b o u t  th e  v e ry  l a r g e  g re y  a r e a s  c o v e r in g  w hat th e y  c o n s id e r e d  t o  be 
fu n d a m e n ta l p o i n t s  and  a s k e d  w hat s o r t  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  t h e r e  w ould 
b e  b e f o r e  th e  NRA was f i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  In  r e p l y ,  Mr B arnes 
s a i d  t h a t  v a r io u s  b o d ie s  w ere  lo o k in g  a t  t h i s  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
l i m i t  a s  t o  how f a r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  c o u ld  g o . The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee w ould  o b v io u s ly  be  c o n s u l te d  a b o u t  N o rth  W est 
W a te r 's  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  th e  NRA, b u t  i t  was u n l i k e l y  t h a t  e v e ry  
a n g le r  w ould  b e  a llo w e d  t o  make a  comment.
A f t e r  b e in g  a s k e d  a b o u t lo b b y in g  o f  MPs, Mr B arn e s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
t h i s  w ould  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  su c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a s  t h e  Salmon and 
T r o u t  A s s o c ia t io n ,  N a t io n a l  A n g le rs  C o u n c i l ,  N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  
A n g le rs  e t c ,  b u t  added  t h a t  in f o r m a t io n  was so  s p a r s e  a t  th e  
p r e s e n t  t im e  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t o  t a l k  t o  MPs a b o u t. 
Dr A b e rn e th y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r e e  p o i n t s  w h ich  he  s a id  m u st be  b ro u g h t 
t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  MPs;
( a )  L o c a l A n g le rs  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  ty p e  o f  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  w hich  
gave  f i s h e r i e s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to  f i s h e r y  o f f i c e r s  
w ere  f a r  b e t t e r  th a n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  th ro u g h  n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .
(b )  A n g lin g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  th e  N o rth  W est w ere  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  
th e  s e r v i c e  th e y  g o t  from  f i s h e r i e s  o f f i c e r s  an d  b a i l i f f s  and 
w ould  b e  r e l u c t a n t  to  s e e  a n y th in g  w h ich  dow ngraded  th e  
f i s h e r i e s  f u n c t io n  o r  r e d u c e d  f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  n u m b ers .
( c )  The f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  th e  N o rth  W est g av e  no scope  f o r  
i n c r e a s i n g  f i s h e r i e s  incom e by  i n c r e a s i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
I n  r e p l y ,  Mr B a rn e s  s a id  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s h o u ld  n o t  
b e  u n d e r e s t im a te d ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  46 o f  th e  p r e s e n t  MPs w ere 
a l s o  members o f  th e  Salm on and  T r o u t  A s s o c ia t io n .
A f t e r  d i s c u s s in g  th e  n e e d  f o r  r a t e s  l e v i e d  on f i s h e r i e s  to  be  
a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  NRA r a t h e r  th a n  th e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  Dr H a rp le y   
s a i d  t h a t  w h i l s t  t h i s  w ould  n o t  s o lv e  th e  d e f i c i t  p ro b le m  i t  w ould 
c e r t a i n l y  im prove  f i s h e r i e s  incom e c o n s id e r a b ly .
LIAISON ON THE SOLWAY
Dr H a rp le y  spoke  b r i e f l y  a b o u t  th e  im proved  l i a i s o n  on th e  Solway 
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  NORWADS l i a i s o n  g roup  and 
d e s c r ib e d  th e  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g in g  s i t u a t i o n  w ith  w h ich  th e  g roup  
was f a c e d .  Mr B arn es  add ed  t h a t  i t  was th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t y  and  th e  Annan D i s t r i c t  Salmon F is h e r y  B oard  t o  t r y  and 
e s t a b l i s h  a  j o i n t  b o a rd  t o  a d m in is t e r  th e  So lw ay , b u t  m ost o f  th e  
p ro b le m s  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  B o ard  a t t e n t i o n  c o u ld ,  by th e n  have  been  
d e a l t  w i th  by th e  NORWADS g ro u p  w hich  had  a common a p p ro a c h  to  
p ro b le m s  and  was r a p i d l y  im p ro v in g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  on th e  Solw ay.
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For example, it would be difficult for bailiffs employed by fishery 
owners on the Scottish side to take action against their employers 
for failing to observe regulations; this problem was solved by 
cross warranting North West Water bailiffs to act in the Annan 
area; the problem was thus reduced and was being closely monitored 
to ensure its non-recurrence. Stake net poles which had been left 
in situ would be removed and the matter would be discussed at the 
next NORWADS meeting if the work had not been completed by that 
date.
Mr Newton said that one area of concern which remained was the 
practice of drift netting by net and cobble fishermen and although 
the Authority had been able to prosecute two or three such persons 
last year they had no powers to confiscate the licences of 
offenders who were able to continue fishing and therefore required 
regular surveyance by fisheries staff.
There was a brief discussion about sea trout catches and 
re-stocking in the Border Esk, but Dr Harpley explained that it was 
difficult for the Authority to get proper returns and had to rely 
on figures provided by Esk and Liddel fisheries. He added that 
last year the weather was so poor that although there were fish in 
the river fly fishing was unsuccessful and all the fish caught were 
caught by methods suited to fishing spate conditions. Mr Newton 
added that although the sea trout catch was reduced last year, the 
salmon catch increased and surveys carried out on the river showed 
that re-stocking was unnecessary.
6. OPENCAST MINING
Mr Bunting reported that opencast mining on the Keekle provided a 
lesson to be learned about damage to fishing activities when such 
operations were carried out. The consent to operate the opencast 
mine was continually violated t h r o u g h o u t  the season and although 
the Coal Board had given every assistance, it was quite obvious 
that the site was so vast that the conditions could not be met; the 
site was virtually uncontrollable and the Angling Association, the 
Coal Board and the Water Authority had to accept that fact. Over 
50% of fishing activities had been lost whilst the operation was in 
progress and sediment from the lagoons could be detected one and a 
half miles out to sea. It was unlikely that an operation of this 
size would happen again, but if it did, careful calculations would 
be needed to ensure that the settling lagoons were not only large 
enough but strong enough to prevent erosion by the action of the 
water.
7. FISH PASSES ON THE CALDEW
Mr Newton advised representatives that two of the three fish passes 
on the River Caldew had been completed and that the Authority had 
reports of sea trout being caught upstream of these weirs. The 
contract for the third fish pass had been awarded and the work 
would be completed in time for the main runs of salmon and sea
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t r o u t .  The R iv e r  Caldew  h a d  b een  r e - s to c k e d  w i th  1 0 ,0 0 0  sm o lts  
l a s t  y e a r  a s  r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  th e  m e e t in g , and  th e  A u th o r i ty  
w ere  o f f e r i n g  a  re w a rd  t o  a n g le r s  who n o t i f i e d  th e  A u th o r i ty  when 
th e y  c a u g h t  r e t u r n i n g  f i s h .
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23 MAY 1988
0450b CH
FIXED ENGINE BYELAWS
1 . The Salm on and  F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1975 was am ended by th e  
Salm on A ct 1986 so  t h a t  i t  i s  now p o s s i b l e  to  a u t h o r i s e  f ix e d  
e n g in e s  by b y e la w s .
2 . MAFF have  w r i t t e n  t o  th e  A u th o r i ty  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t ,  a s  a  m a t te r  o f  
u rg e n c y , th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  in t r o d u c e  b y e la w s  a u t h o r i s i n g  th e  u se  
o f  f i x e d  e n g in e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p u rp o s e s  o r  f o r  c a tc h in g  e e l s  and 
th u s  l e g i t i m i s e  th e  u s e  o f  su c h  i n s t r u m e n ts .
 3 . The o f f i c e r s  h av e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t te r  and  recommend t h a t  th e
 B oard  be a sk e d  t o  a p p ro v e  th e  f o l lo w in g  f ix e d  e n g in e  b y e la w s , and
th e  S e c r e t a r y  and  S o l i c i t o r  b e ’ a u th o r i s e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  such  
s t a t u t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  a s  may be n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  
c o n f i r m a t io n  by  th e  M in i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  an d  Food.
A u th o r is e d  F ix e d  E n g in e s
S e c t io n  6 (1 )  o f  th e  Salm on and F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 
1975 s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  a t  any  p l a c e s  w i t h in  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  a r e a  ( n o t  b e in g  p l a c e s  w i t h in  th e  f i s h e r i e s  
d i s t r i c t  o f  a  l o c a l  s e a  f i s h e r i e s  c o m m itte e )  t o : -
( i )  th e  p l a c i n g  and u s e  o f  any  f i x e d  e n g in e  f o r  th e  
p u rp o se  o f  t a k i n g  sa lm o n , t r o u t ,  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  
o r  e e l s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p u rp o s e s  w ith  th e  w r i t t e n  
c o n s e n t  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty
( i i )  th e  p l a c i n g  and  u se  o f  any  f i x e d  e n g in e  by  th e  
^  ow ner o f  a  f i s h  fa rm  o r  h i s  a g e n ts  o r  e m p lo y ees  in
th e  n o rm al c o u rs e  o f  b u s in e s s  w i t h in  t h e  c o n f in e s  
o f  t h a t  farm
( i i i )  th e  p l a c i n g  and  u se  o f  f i x e d  t r a p s ,  m ovab le  t r a p s  
o r  fy k e  n e t s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t a k in g  e e l s  w ith  
t h e  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty
( iv )  th e  p l a c i n g  and u s e  o f  any f i x e d  e n g in e  f o r  th e  
p u rp o se  o f  t a k i n g  s e a  f i s h  p r o v id e d  t h a t  th e  
e n g in e  i s  c o v e re d  a t  a l l  s t a t e s  o f  th e  t i d e  by  a 
minimum o f  3m o f  w a te r  and i s  s e t  se aw a rd s  o f  th e  
b o u n d a ry  o f  a l o c a l  s e a  f i s h e r i e s  co m m ittee
Fyke N e ts
( i )  The n e t  and l e a d e r  o f  a fy k e  n e t  s h a l l ,  t o g e t h e r ,  
n o t  e x c e e d  14 m e tre s  in  l e n g t h .  The l e a d e r  s h a l l  
n o t  e x c e e d  10 m e tre s  i n  l e n g th  and i t s  h e ig h t  
s h a l l  be no g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  n e t  a p e r t u r e .
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(ii) Fyke nets and leaders shall be constructed of 
twine not less than 1mm in diameter. Mesh size 
measured when wet shall not be less than 10mm in 
extension from knot to knot or 40mm round the four 
sides or more than 15mm from knot to knot or 60mm 
round the four sides.
(iii) No net ring or hoop shall exceed 75cm in diameter.
(iv) Wing nets shall not be used instead of a single 
leader, and the fyke net and leader shall be 
fished parallel with the flow in the watercourse.
(v) Every net shall be marked with the identity label 
bearing the number of the licence issued by the 
Authority which shall be fixed to the top of the 
front ring or hoop at the junction with the leader..
(vi) Any marker buoy attached to the net shall clearly 
display the number of the licence relating thereto 
issued by the Authority.
(vii) Without the previous permission of the Authority, 
nets may only be set individually or in pairs and 
no part of any net or pair of nets shall be set 
closer than 30m to any part of any other net or 
pair of nets
Eel Traps
(i) Where movable traps are used for eel fishing no 
leader or wing nets shall be allowed.
(ii) The dimensions of a movable trap shall not exceed 
1.5m in length x 0.75m high x 0.75m wide if 
rectangular or 1.5m in length x 0.75m diameter if 
cylindrical.
(iii) The trap if constructed of mesh shall have a mesh 
size measured when wet not less than 10mm in 
extension from knot to knot or 40mm round the four 
sides or more than 15mm from knot to knot or 60mm 
round the four sides.
(iv) All movable traps shall be marked with an identity 
label bearing the number of the licence issued by 
the Authority, which shall be fixed to the top 
front of the trap.
(v) Any marker buoy attached to the trap shall clearly 
display the number of the licence relating thereto 
issued by the Authority.
O t t e r  G uards
An o t t e r  g u a rd  s h a l l  be  f i t t e d  to  th e  a p e r t u r e  o f  e v e ry  
fy k e  n e t  o r  t r a p .  T h is  g u a rd  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  e i t h e r  
t a u t  m a t e r i a l  w i th  a  m esh s i z e  m ea su red  when w e t n o t  
m ore th a n  50mm from  k n o t  t o  k n o t o r  200mm ro u n d  th e  fo u r  
s i d e s ,  o r  a  r i g i d  g r i l l e  w i th  b a r s  s e p a r a te d  by  n o t  more 
th a n  60mm.
0451b ES
N o rth  W est W ater
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee
. 23 May 1988
C lo se  S easo n  f o r  C o a rse  F is h  -  Byelaw  Amendments
1 . A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 15 F e b ru a ry  1988 , th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v is o ry  C om m ittee (RFAC) r e c o n s id e r e d  a  r e p o r t  on a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  
c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h  and  recom m ended:-
( a )  An amendment to  e x i s t i n g  b y e law  7 to  d is p e n s e  w i th  t h e  c o a r s e  
f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  on e n c lo s e d  w a te r s  and  to  a l lo w  i n d iv i d u a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and ow ners t o  make t h e i r  own a r r a n g e m e n ts .
(b )  An amendment t o  b y e law  16 so  t h a t  i n  s t r e a m s ,  r i v e r s ,  th o s e  
p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  n a v ig a t io n  p u r p o s e s  and  in  
c e r t a i n  named l a k e s ,  f i s h i n g  w ould  o n ly  be  p e r m i t t e d  w i th  f l y ,  
a r t i f i c i a l  l u r e ,  minnow, worm o r  sh rim p  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  1 5 th  
M arch to  1 5 th  J u n e .
( c )  An amendm ent t o  b y e law  18 so  t h a t  th e  k e e p - n e t  b a n  w ou ld  a p p ly  
d u r in g  any  c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  a g re e d  by  F is h e r y  
A s s o c ia t io n s  a n d /o r  ow ners on e n c lo s e d  w a te r s ,  o r  on  s t r e a m s , 
r i v e r s ,  and  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  n a v ig a t io n a l  
p u rp o s e s  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  1 5 th  M arch to  1 5 th  J u n e .
2 . T h ese  reco m m en d a tio n s  w ere  a p p ro v e d  by  th e  B oard  on 14 M arch and 
th e  o f f i c e r s  hav e  p r e p a r e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  d r a f t  b y e la w  am endm ents 
f o r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  by  th e  C o m m ittee . The amended b y e la w s  have  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  when th e  
o n ly  amendment r e q u e s te d  was t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  p raw ns a s  a  r e g io n a l  
b a i t  i n  amended b y e la w  16 . The o f f i c e r s  a g re e d  t o  i n c lu d e  t h i s  
r e q u e s t  i n  th e  amended b y e la w .
E x i s t i n g  Byelaw P ro p o se d  Amendment
7 . A nnual c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  
f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h .
D e le te  e x i s t i n g  b y e law  7 and 
i n s e r t : -
The a n n u a l c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  
f i s h i n g  f o r  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  
s h a l l  be  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
p e r i o d  t h a t  i s  th e  p e r io d  
from  and i n c lu d in g  th e  1 5 th  
d a y  o f  M arch t o  and 
in c l u d in g  th e  1 5 th  day  o f  
J u n e  f o l lo w in g .
The a n n u a l c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  
f i s h i n g  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h  in  
r i v e r s ,  s tre a m s  and  th o s e  p a r t s  
o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  
n a v ig a t io n  p u r p o s e s  s h a l l  be th e  
s t a t u t o r y  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  i s  th e  
p e r io d  from  and  in c lu d in g  th e  
1 5 th  day  o f  M arch to  and 
in c lu d in g  th e  1 5 th  day  o f  June  
f o l lo w in g .  On a l l  o th e r  w a te rs  
t h e r e  s h a l l  be  no s t a t u t o r y  c lo s e  
s e a s o n  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h .
T h e re  s h a l l  be no c lo s e  se a so n  
f o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  e e l s  w i th  ro d  and 
l i n e  i n  t i d a l  w a te r s .
In  w a te r s  n o t  f r e q u e n te d  by 
salm on and t r o u t  t h e r e  s h a l l  be 
no c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  
e e l s  w i th  i n s t r u m e n ts  o th e r  th a n  
ro d  and  l i n e
- 2
16. Baiting
During the period from and 
including the 15th day of 
March to and including the 
15th day of June in any year
(i) the use as hook bait, 
whilst fishing, of maggots 
or imitations thereof or the 
pupae (chrysalises) of 
maggots or imitations 
thereof and (ii) the use of 
any lure or bait not on or 
attached to a hook, are 
prohibited in the River 
Ribble catchment upstream of 
the Naze at Freckleton 
(excepting the River Darwen 
and the River Douglas), and 
in all rivers and streams 
within the Authority's area 
north of the Ribble 
catchment and in the 
following named lakes: 
Windermere, Coniston Rydal 
Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water,
Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, 
Loweswater, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water 
and Wastwater
18. Keep nets
(i) No person shall use a 
keep net for retaining 
any kind of fish 
during the annual 
close season for 
freshwater fish;
(ii) No person shall after 
15th June 1984 use a
keep net:
(a) Of less than 2.0 
metres inextended 
length;
(b) With rings less 
than 380mm in 
diameter or if 
rectangular less 
than 355mm by 
2 5 5mm;
Delete existing byelaw 16 and 
insert:-
r
During the period from and* 
including the 15th day of March 
to and including the 15th day of 
June in any year in rivers, 
streams, those parts of rivers 
canalised for navigation purposes 
and in the following lakes:
Windermere, Coniston, Rydal 
Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water, Bassenthwaite, 
Derwentwater, Loweswater,/
Crummock Water, Buttermere, ~ 
Ennerdale Water and Wastwater,
fishing will only be allowed with 
fly, artificial lure, minnow, 
worm, prawn or shrimp.
The use of any lure or bait not 
on or attached to a hook is 
prohibited in the waters listed 
above.
Delete Section (i) and insert
(i) On rivers, streams, those 
parts of rivers canalised 
for navigation purposes and 
in the following Lakes, no 
person shall use a keep net 
or any other means of 
retaining any kind of fish 
during the statutory close 
season for coarse fish.
Windermere, Coniston, Rydalv 
water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water,
Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, 
Loweswater, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water 
and Wastwater,
In section (ii) delete "after
15th June 1984"
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(c) With wider spacing 
of rings than one 
ring per 300mm 
excluding the top 
ring;
(d) With a mesh size 
of more than 16mm 
measured
diagonally from 
knot to knot when 
stretched and wet
(iii) The use of keep nets 
commonly known as 
"micromesh" nets is 
permitted. In the 
case of such nets the 
width of the mesh 
measured when wet but 
unstretched shall not 
exceed 8mm and such 
nets shall comply with
(ii)(a), (b), and (c) 
above.
3. The officers recommend that the Board be asked to approve these 
byelaw amendments and authorise the Secretary and Solicitor to 
carry out such procedures as may be necessary to ensure their 
confirmation by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
0455b ES
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23 MAY 1988 
REVIEW OF FISHING BYELAWS
1 . Members w i l l  be aw are t h a t  th e  f i s h e r y  b y e law s a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
rev ie w e d  by th e  o f f i c e r s  to  e n s u re  t h a t  th e y  rem a in  s u i t a b l e ,  and 
t h a t  o c c a s io n a l ly  'c o s m e t ic ' a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .
2 . B ecause  o f  th e  n eed  to  in t r o d u c e  new f ix e d  e n g in e  b y e law s and 
bye law s to  c o v e r  th e  c lo s e  se a s o n  f o r  c o a rs e  f i s h ,  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
was ta k e n  to  c a r r y  o u t  a  rev ie w  o f  th e  re m a in in g  b y e law s and a 
number o f  amendm ents a re  now p ro p o se d .
3 . I t  i s  recommended t h a t  th e  B oard be a sk e d  to  a p p ro v e  th e  p ro p o se d  
amendments and t h a t  th e  S e c r e ta r y  and S o l i c i t o r  be a u th o r i s e d  to  
c a r r y  o u t  su ch  s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e e d in g s  as  may be n e c e s s a ry  to  e n s u re  
th e  c o n f i r m a tio n  o f  th e  amendments by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  
F i s h e r i e s  and Food.
APPENDIX
EXISTING BYELAW AMENDMENTS
3. Annual close season for migratory 
trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fish ing  for 
migratory trou t w ith  rod and line shall be 
th *  period from  and includi ng the 16th day 
of October to and including the 30th day of 
April fo llow ing except in the Rivers 
Annas, Bleng, Esk, M ite, Irt, Calder and 
Ehen and ail rivers, lakes and waters 
tributary to  or connected w ith  those rivers 
where the annual close season shall be 
the period from and including the 1 st day 
of November to anci including the 30th day 
of April fo llow ing.
In line 6, add the word ’Cumbrian1 before the 
word 'Esk' .
4. Annual close season for non-migratory 
trout (rod and line) other than rainbow 
trout
The annual close season for fish ing for 
brown (non-migratory) trout w ith rod and 
line shall be the period from  and including 
the 1st day of October to and including the 
14th day of March follow ing.
delete the words "brown (non migratory)" and 
replace them with the words "non migratory 
trout other than rainbow".
9. Limitation of netting
The use of any net (not being a fixed 
engine or a landing net used in 
conjunction w ith  a rod and line) for taking 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish, or eels is 
prohibited except for the use of the stated 
types of nets in the follow ing parts of the 
Authority 's area:
(a) In the Solway Firth —  Heave or haaf 
nets.
(b) ..
.•(c) In the Cumbrian Coastal W aters ex­
cluding the Ellen Protected Area, the 
D erwent Protected Area, the E hen/ 
Calder Protected Area and the I r t /  
Esk Protected Area as defined —  
drift, hang or wham m el nets.
(d) In the Duddon Estuary — draw, draft 
or seine nets.
(e) In the Leven Estuary —  lave nets.
if) In the Kent Estuary —  lave nets.
(g) (i) In the Lune Estuary —  heave or
haaf nets.
(ii) In the Middle Lune Estuary —  
draw, draft or seine nets.
(iii) In the Lower Lune Estuary —  
drift, hang or whammel nets.
(h) In theW yreE stua ry— heaveorhaaf 
nets after 31 st December, 1985.
(i) In the Ribble Estuary drift, hang or 
wham m el nets.
(j) In the Ellen Protected Area —  heave 
or haaf nets.
Provided tha t th is byelaw shall not apply 
to:
(i) any net necessarily and solely used 
for the purpose of removing from  a 
fixed engine the fish caught by that 
fixed engine, or
(ii) to any person usinga net of any kind 
w ith  the prior permission in w riting  
of the Authority, and subject to any 
conditions contained therein.
delete the words "a fixed engine or" in line 1 
insert the word 'licenced' between the words 
'the' and 'use' in line 5.
delete para (h)
in para (i) delete the word "a" between the 
words "from" and "fixed" in line 2 and replace 
it with the words "an authorised".
Add
(iii) The use of hand held dip nets for takin-. 
elvers.
EXISTING BYELAW AMENDMENTS
10. Regulation of nets
(i) Drift, hang or whammel nets shall 
for the purpose of these byelaws be 
unarmoured nets w ithout bags or 
pockets, consisting of a single sheet 
of netting measuring when wet —
(a) W hen used in the Ribble Estuary, 
not more than 140 metres in 
length and not more than 34 
meshes deep at any point and 
having meshes not less than 
82 mm in extension from knot to 
knot, or 328 mm round the fou r 
sides;
(b) W hen used in the Lower Lune 
Estuary, not more than 300 
metres in length and not more 
than 44 meshes deep at any 
point and having meshes not less 
than 63 mm in extension from 
knot to  knot or 252 mm round the 
four sides;
(c) W hen used in any other.part of 
the Authority 's  area meshes not 
less than 50 mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 200 mm 
round the four sides and a length 
of not more than 300 metres;
(ii) Heave or haaf nets shall, for the 
purpose of these byelaws be of 
single netting of a mesh measuring 
when w e t not less than 50 mm in 
extension from knot to knot, or 
200 mm round the four sides and 
shall be so constructed as to form a 
bag or purse suspended from a 
wooden frame, consisting of a 
heave, beam, or pole not exceeding 
5,5 metres in length having at each 
end an end stick or projecting arm 
riot exceeding 1.25 metres in length 
except tha t w ith in  the Solvvay Firth 
the mesh shall measure when w et 
not less than 44 mm from knot to 
knot or 1 76 mm round thefour sides 
and the end sticksorprojecting arms 
shall not exceed 1.9 metres;
(iii) Lave nets shall, for the purpose of 
these byelaws be of single netting of 
a mesh measuring when wet not 
less than 50 mm in extension from  
knot to knot or 200 mm round the 
four sides and which shall be con­
structed to form a bag or purse 
attached to a yoke in the shape of a 
"V ", the widest part of which shall 
not exceed 2 metres, and w hich 
shall be fitted w ith a hand staff to the 
apex of the yoke;
(iv) Draw, dra ft or seine nets shall, for 
the purpose of these byelaws, be 
unarm oured nets w ithou t bags or 
pockets consisting of a single sheet 
or w all of netting, having meshes 
measuring when wet not less than 
50 mm in extension from knot to 
knot or 200 mm round thefour sides 
and a length of not more than 275 
metres w ith the exceptions th a t 
w hen used in the Middle Lune and 
Duddon estuaries the nets shall 
have the following measurements 
when w et namely; a length of not 
more than 185 metres and a depth 
on the middle of the net of not more
______ than 144 meshes;______ _________
APPENDIX
EXISTING BYELAW
(v) For the purposes of paragraphs (i),
(ii), (iii) and (iv) of this byelaw 
measurements from knot to knot 
shall be in relation to each side of the 
square of the mesh;
(vi) The use of any net made w holly  or 
partly of mono-filam ent material is 
prohibited.
r "
11. Regulation of use of nets
Where, under the provisions of byelaw 9 
the use of any of the nets therein 
mentioned is perm itted such nets shall 
not be used in any manner except that 
prescribed by the succeeding paragraphs 
of this byelaw.
(i) The number of persons allowed to 
work a drift, hang or whammel netat 
any tim e shall be lim ited to three and 
the number allowed io work a draw, 
draft or seine net at any tim e is 
lim ited to four.
(ii) The manner of using a drift, hang or 
wham m el net shall be as follows, 
namely it shall be shot or paid out 
from a boat and the boat and net 
attached shall float or drift w ith  the 
tide provided that no drift, hang or 
whammel net or any part thereof, 
shall be used w ith in  185 metres 
from any part of another drift, hang 
o r wham m el net already in use; 
Provided that no drift, hang or 
wham m el net shall be worked 
across more than three-quarters of 
the water in the channel at the time 
of fishing;
(iii) The manner of using a heave or haaf 
net shall be by one person support­
ing or holding the net and lifting  or 
scooping any fish that may become 
enclosed in the net;
(iv) The manner of using a lave net shall 
be by one person standing or moving 
in the water and supporting or hold­
ing the net and lifting or scooping 
any fish. No person shall use a lave 
net in proxim ity to a fixed net, 
designed to catch other fish, in such 
a w ay that the migratory fish are 
restricted in movement by such 
fixed net thereby facilitating their 
taking in the lave net;
(v) The manner of using a draw, draft or 
seine net shall be asfollows, namely 
one end of the rope of the net shall be 
held on the shore or bank and the net 
shall be shot out or paid out from a 
boat which shall start from such 
shore or bank, and return thereto 
w ithou t pause or delay, and the net 
shall thereupon be drawn into and 
landed on such shore or bank and no 
net shall be shot out or paid out from 
any point w ith in  90 metres from  any 
part of the space on the shore orbank 
between the point of starting and 
the point of return of the boat during 
the said operation or until after 
expiration of 15 minutes from the 
time at which the net is completely 
draw n in and landed. No draw, draft 
or seine net shall be worked across 
more than three-quarters of the 
w ater in the channel at the time of
______ fishing,__________:___ ____________
AMENDMENTS
Add
(vii) Dip nets for taking elvers shall not 
exceed 75cm in width or lm in length, 
exclusive of any handle.
Delete para (i)
APPENDIX
EXISTING BYELAW
The hand ropes attached to the ends 
of the net shall not be considered 
part of such net.
12. Numbering of licences, nets 
and boats '
Any number bearing label issued by the 
Authority in respect of a licensed net shall 
at all times while the net is being used for 
fishing be attached to the headrope of the 
net or, in the case ofa heave orhaaf net, to 
that part most nearly corresponding to the 
headrope. Except that in the case of heave 
or haaf nets it shall not be an offence if the; 
label is carried on theperson of the licence 
holder when operating the net.
The same number shall be conspicuously 
pa in ted and m a in ta in e d  in w h ite  
numerals not less than 150 mm high and 
20 mm wide, on a black background, or in 
black numeralson a w hitebackground,on 
the outside and near the centre of the 
gunwale on each side of the boat from or in 
connection w ith w hich the net is used. 
Provided tha t this byelaw shai I not apply to 
boats that are already required to display 
numbers by the Merchant Shipping 
(Fishing Boats Registry) Order 1927 (S.l. 
1927/642).
14. Carrying of unlicensed nets
The carrying in or attaching to a boat or 
vessel vyhilst being used in fishing for 
salmon or trout of any net (other than a 
landing net) which is not licensed or if 
licensed has not attached thereto the 
label referred to in byelaw 12, is hereby 
prohibited.
17. Prohibition of taking undersized fish
No person shall take from any waters 
w ith in  the area any fish of a kind and of a 
size less than such size as is hereinafter 
prescribed, that is to say:
M igratory tro u t..!......................250mm
Brown trout and char................200mm
Chub and barbel....................... . 250mm
Grayling, tench, bream and
carp................ .........................230m m
Roach, perch, rudd, crucian carp
and dace ........................... . 200m m
Gudgeon and ru ffe .,....... .......... 100mm
AMENDMENTS
19. Fishing near weirs
No person shall, w ithou t the previous 
consent in  w riting of the Authority, during 
the period between the 30th day of 
September and the firs t day of the salmon 
close season for rod and line in any year, 
take or attem pt to take by any means, any 
fish w ith in  a distance of 20 metres above 
and 50 metres below the crest of any man- 
made construc tion  w h ich  im pounds 
water in the rivers and streams of the 
River Ribble catchment upstream of the 
Naze at Freckleton (excluding the River 
Darwen, River Calder and the River 
Douglas), and in all rivers and streams 
north of the Ribble catchment.
Provided in respect of the u n d e r­
mentioned weirs no person shall at any 
time take or a ttem ptto takebyany means, 
any fish w ith in  a distance of 20 metres 
above and 50 metres belnw  thej.r-est-of- 
the said weirs:
delete the words "required to display numbers" 
in line 20 and replace them with the following 
words "displaying numbers requited"
delete all the words after the brackets and 
replace them with the words "which does not 
comply with the type or dimensions set out in 
byelaw 10 or, if it does comply with that 
byelaw, has not got the label described in 
byelaw 12 attached to it, is hereby prohibited".
The minimum size of migratory trout should be 
300 mm not 250 mm.
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NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE -
23RD MAY, 1988
AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES 
AND FISHING
1 . C o a rse  F is h e r y  G ran t A id Schemes
S in c e  th e  r e p o r t  to  th e  co m m ittee  of th e  18 th  May, 1987 th e  
f o llo w in g  g r a n t s  have been p a id  o r  o f f e r e d .
G ra n ts  P a id
W insfo rd  and D i s t .  A.A. £ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Wigan and D i s t .  A.A. £404 .25  
G ra n ts  O ffe re d
Todmorden A n g lin g  S o c ie ty  £ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0
W inderm ere, A m bleside  and D i s t .  A .S . £380 .00
Wigan and D i s t .  A.A. £ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0
2 . F is h e r y  E quipm ent Loan Scheme
U t i l i s a t i o n  o f th e  equ ipm en t lo a n  scheme has c o n tin u e d  a t  
a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  same l e v e l ,  th e  u s e r s  b e in g  a s  fo llo w s
A s s o c ia t io n  D ate
W atersm ead A .C . 1 5 .5 .8 7
Wyches A.A. 5 .6 .8 7
Wyches A.A. 2 4 .7 .8 7
C r o a l - I r w e l l  W arden S e rv ic e  1 7 .8 .8 7
B r i t i s h  Gas P .L .C . 2 8 .9 .8 7
E lw o rth  A .C. 8 .1 0 .8 7
W h itb read  A .C . 4 .4 .8 8
Oldham A.A. 7 .4 .8 8
Lymm A.C. 6 .5 .8 8
1 . CATCH STATISTICS
1 .1  Rod and L in e  -  In fo r m a t io n  from  A n g le r s ' r e t u r n s
0277H 14 O  O
1 .1 .1  Salm on Rod C a tc h e s  by R iv e r  and Month 1987
RIVER JAN. FEB. MAR. APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. TOTAL AVERAGE 
WEIGHT ( lb )
B o rd e r Esk (E ng land ) - - 4 - - 4 - 28 73 30 139 8 .2 0
Eden 18 23 18 29 16 32 32 130 306 234 839 9 .7 7
D erw ent - - - 1 1 9 78 146 332 244 811 8 .8 5
C ocker - - - - - - 1 - 5 15 21 7 .6 7
E l le n - - 3 1 - 3 6 - 3 13 29 5 .8 3
Ehen - - - - - 4 18 27 36 32 117 6 .9 5
C a ld e r - - - -  . - - - - 1 3 4 5 .1 2
I r t - - - - - - 8 15 6 18 47 7 .4 5
Esk - - - - - - - 5 7 13 25 1 1 .7 6
Duddon - - - - - 1 1 2 8 16 28 7 .3 4
Leven - - - - - 4 5 10 14 10 43 7 .1 4
C rake - - - - - - - 2 6 13 21 5 .9 4
K ent - - - - 6 5 19 41 59 49 179 7 .9 8
Lune - 1 2 3 2 8 45 145 322 338 866 8 .1 3
O th e rs  N o r th e rn  A rea - - - - - - 2 - 1 - 3 5 .8 3
R ib b le - - - 4 4 9 20 55 190 210 492 8 .2 1
Hodder - - - - - 3 1 15 26 49 94 1 0 .0 7
Wyre - - — - — — — 4 5 10 19 6 .5 5
TOTALS 18 24 27 38 29 83 236 625 1400 1297 3777 6 .7 4
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1.1.1 Salmon Rod Catches, Historical Data
RIVER 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Border Esk (England) 269 9.21 135 9.18 88 9.32 267 9.42 139 8.20
Eden 653 8.61 697 9.14 691 9.97 756 10.13 839 9.77
Derwent 315 8.12 569 7.75 1062 8.42 532 8.89 811 8.85
Cocker 30 7.99 35 6.71 21 7.38 25 7.88 21 7.67
Ellen 26 5.78 16 5.14 26 6.80 12 6.17 29 5.83
Ehen 38 5.95 63 6.37 110 7.36 77 7.41 117 6.95
Calder 4 7.13 20 5.86 3 7.66 4 9.38 4 5.12
Irt 28 7.67 48 6.37 69 6.40 77 7.47 47 7.45
Annas - - 3 4.3 3 6.92 8 5.44 - -
Esk 4 6.25 2 8.00 38 7.66 43 10.71 25 11.76
Duddon 5 6.40 7 6.96 31 7.17 38 6.73 28 7.34
Leven 26 6.38 19 6.68 48 6.63 33 6.83 43 7.14
Crake 26 4.48 18 6.25 9 7.36 30 5.93 21 5.94
Kent 63 7.12 47 5.40 97 6.75 239 6.31 179 7.98
Bela - - - - - - - - -
Lune 235 8.13 330 7.49 617 9.33 485 8.77 866 8.13
Ribble 236 8.13 266 7.76 229 9.35 368 9.67 492 8.21
Hodder 102 9.25 118 7.60 110 11.19 84 9.96 94 10.07
Wyre 2 5.13 6 5.13 8 5.00 2 12.00 19 6.55
Keer - - 1 9.25 — — — —
Totals and average 
weights
2062 8.29 2400 7.99 3260 8.90 3080 8.99 3777 6.74
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1.1.2 Migratory Trout Rod Catches by River and Month - 1987
RIVER MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. TOTAL AVERAGE 
WEIGHT (lb)
Border Esk (England) 19 189 310 127 25 12 682 1.63
Eden 77 233 249 167 48 9 783 1.89
Derwent 9 73 74 75 17 5 253 2.21
Cocker - 1 5 1 - - 7 1.82
Ellen 2 2 1 9 5 3 22 2.32
Ehen 17 12 54 77 54 16 230 1.59
Calder - - - - - - - -
Irt - 4 38 29 21 8 100 2.08
Esk - 25 78 14 5 - 122 2.01
Duddon - - 8 6 1 2 17 1.37
Leven - 6 31 50 33 4 124 1.63
Crake - 2 9 10 10 2 33 1.58
Kent 33 45 98 141 76 20 413 2.09
Lune 28 205 422 539 308 25 1527 2.25
Others, Northern Area - 5 35 , 64 43 11 158 1.39
Ribble 16 49 99 118 59 31 372 1.83
Hodder 4 32 108 126 45 13 328 2.06
Wyre 1 1 3 38 9 3 55 1.27
TOTALS 206 884 1622 1591 759 164 5226 1.96
0277H 20 O :
1.1.2 Migratory Trout Rod Catches - Historical Data
RIVER 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Border Esk (England) 398 1.73 632 1.87 619 1.69 639 1.74 682 1.63
Eden 757 1.98 : 1216 1.74 698 2.20 478 1.93 783 1.89
Derwent 391 1.40 350 1.78 279 2.18 210 2.82 253 2.21
Cocker 6 1.71 2 2.25 4 2.56 8 9.75 7 1.82
Ellen 7 1.79 4 1.25 1 2.00 4 0.94 22 2.32
Ehen 108 1.65 231 1.94 196 1.67 244 2.05 230 1.59
Calder 33 2.72 - - ■ ■ ■ - 12 1.00 - -
Irt 24 2.57 40 1.78 45 2.98 41 2.99 100 2.08
Esk 27 2.50 19 2.09 80 1.70 45 1.51 122 2.01
Duddon 13 2.38 13 2.83 20 2.20 15 1.57 17 1.37
Leven 141 1.79 74 1.87 79 2.38 137 1.72 124 1.63
Crake 58 1.32 65 1.64 25 2.79 35 1.23
33 1.58
Kent 124 1.99 67 1.98 148 2.22 186 1.65
413 2.09
Lune 1080 1.84 1220 1.94 1069 2.36 1115 1.88
1527 2.25
Others,Northern Area 113 1.24 66 2.00 104 2.19 31 2.02 158 1.39
Ribble 310 2.12 186 2.13 201 2.15 315 2.05
372 1.83
Hodder 216 , 1.99 247 1.90 401 2.12 259 1.94 328
2.06
Wyre 6 1.38 14 1.48 24 1.58 . “
“ . 55 1.27
Totals and average 
weights
3812 1.83 4446 1.86 3993 2.14 3774 1.94 5226 1.96
1.2.1 Commercial Salmon Catches by River/District and Month - 1987
RIVER/DISTRICT 
(TYPE OF NET)
FEB. MAR. APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT TOTAL AVERAGE 
WEIGHT (lb)
Eden & Border Esk - 12 84 268 524 938 173 1999 8.81
Coastal Drift ' - - ■ 4 100 312 - 416 7.95
South & West Cumbria 
Nets & Fixed Engines — — - - - - - -  . - -
Duddon (Draw Nets) - - - - 5 8 6 - 19 9.75
Leven (Lave Nets) - - 2 14 6 - 22 7. 94
Kent (Lave Nets) - - ■ - - - 12 14 - 26 8.04
Lune (Draw Nets) - - - 1 4 17 3 - 25 8.06
Lune (Drift Nets) - - - 7 48 577 1071 - 1703 7.05
Lune (Heave Nets) - - 2 14 41 97 180 344 7.73
Ribble (Drift Nets) - — 1 9 20 182 296 — 508 10.36
Total catch, nets and fixed engines 5062 8 .2 2
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1.2.1 Commercial Salmon
O .
Catches - Historical Data
" : G.
RIVER 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
No. Av .Wt. (lb) No. AV ..Wt. (lb) N o . Av .Wt. (lb) No. Av .Wt. (lb) No. Av .Wt. (lb)
Eden & Border Esk 5058 7. 30 4261 7.02 585 8.60 2971 9.54 1999 8.81
Coastal Drift 
South & West 
Cumbria nets and#
1167 7.20 735 8.24 417 7.29 868 7.60 416 7.95
fixed engines 31 6.87 0 - - - 11 7.55 - -
Duddon 59 5.76 51 7.59 10 9.25 16 9.42 1.9 9.75
Leven 34 7.55 42 5.76 1 10.50 1 6.71 22 7.94
Kent 31 6.32 131 6.64 20 10.25 61 7.16 26 8.04
Lune Draw Nets 22 7.64 54 5.76 15 8.33 59 8.02 25 8.06
Lune Drift Nets 1152 7.75 1306 6.79 912 7.48 1497 7.59 1703 7.05
Lune Heave Nets 503 7.53 870 6.25 204 8.59 758 8.70 344 7.73
Ribble 432 9.31 507 11.25 395 12.19 434 11.09 508 10.36
TOTALS 8489 7.46 7957 7.26 2559 8.55 6682 8.82 5062 8.22
*N.B. River Ellen Haaf Nets included from 1981
0277H 17 ;
1.2.2 Commercial
0  .
Catches of Migratory Trout by Nets and Fixed
0
Engines 1987
RIVER/DISTRICT 
(TYPE OF NET)
APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT TOTAL AVERAGE 
WEIGHT (lb)
Eden & Border Esk 55 1361 2720 912 59 2 5109 2.42
Coastal Drift 
South & West Cumbria
— “ 12 12 4.88
Nets & Fixed engines - - - - - - -
Duddon (Draw Nets) - 35 29 9 - 73 2.42
Leven (Lave Nets) - 3 3 - - 6 4.00
Kent (Lave Nets) - - 2 3 - 5 5.40
Lune (Draw Nets) 1 13 9 9
1 — 32 2.67
Lune (Drift Nets) 41 108 21 2 - 172 4.74
Lune (Heave Nets) 5 185 354 55 6 - 605 3.14
Ribble (Drift Nets) - 1 11 5 1 — 18 8.64
Total Catch, nets and fixed engines 6032 2.59
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1.2.2 Commercial Catches of Migratory Trout - Historical Data
RIVER 1983 1984________  1985 1986____________  1987
No. Av.Wt.. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No.. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Eden and Border Esk 6646 2.37 8291 2.34 5062 2.42 4707 2.40 5109 2.42
Coastal Drift 9 4.89 31 5.00 5 5.0 34 5.62 12 4.88
South & West Cumbria*
nets and fixed engines 72 2.82 o - - ■ —' 49 2.48 — ■ — ■
Duddon 84 3.09 101 2.83 38 3.71 31 3.17 73 2.42
Leven 17 4.91 30 4.18 1 5.25 6 3.50 6 4.00
Kent 11 3.60 43 3.06 ; 5 4.30 13 4.73 5 5.40
Lune Draw Nets 6 3.08 44 2.45 . 66 2.12 21 2.60 32 2.67
Lune Drift Nets 335 5. 24 289 4.50 508 4.10 192 5.17 172 4.74
Lune Heave Nets 475 3.30 1865 2.89 738 3.40 557 3.18 605 3.14
Ribble 55 5.85 54 7.47 44 7.98 23 7.51 18 8.64
7710 2.60 10748 2.54 6467 2.71 5633 2.62 6032 2.59
N.B. River Ellen Haaf Nets included from 1981
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23 MAY 1988
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY (LIMITATION OF HEAVE OR HAAF NET 
LICENCES -  SOLWAY FIRTH) ORDER 1986
The A p p l ic a t io n  by two n e tsm en  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  Solw ay H aaf N e t te r s  
A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  J u d i c i a l  Review  o f  th e  M i n i s t e r s '  d e c i s i o n  to  c o n firm  
th e  above O rd e r was h e a rd  i n  th e  H igh C o u r t on 24 M arch 1988 . The 
A p p l i c a t io n  was d i s m is s e d ,  and th e  a p p l i c a n t s  w ere o r d e r e d  to  pay  th e  
c o s t s  o f  th e  M in i s te r  and th e  W ater A u th o r i ty  i n  c o n n e c t io n  th e r e w i th .
The a p p l i c a n t s  have  now lo d g e d  n o t i c e  o f  a p p e a l  to  th e  C o u rt o f  A ppeal 
s e e k in g  to  r e v e r s e  th e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  H igh C o u r t .  The a p p e a l  w i l l  be 
h e a rd  i n  due c o u r s e ,  and  w i l l  be r e s i s t e d  by th e  M in i s te r  and  th e  W ater 
A u th o r i ty .
I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  Ombudsman h a s  b e e n  a sk ed  by a  fo rm e r  n e tsm an  from  
S c o t la n d  who was r e f u s e d  a  l i c e n c e  t h i s  y e a r ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p ro c e d u re  f o r  a l l o c a t i n g  l i c e n c e s .
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23 MAY 1988
ACID POLLUTION IN WIZA BECK AND THE RIVER WAMPOOL
1 . A s e r i o u s  f i s h  m o r t a l i t y  o c c u r r e d  i n  W iza Beck and  th e  r i v e r  
Wampool on 1 7 /1 8  A p r i l  1988 fo l lo w in g  a  r e l e a s e  o f  s u lp h u r ic  a c id  
from  th e  B r i t i s h  S id a c  w orks a t  W ig ton . F is h  l i f e  was d e s t r o y e d  
from  W igton  down to  t i d a l  w a te r s .
2 . The i n c i d e n t  was r e p o r t e d  a t  9 .3 0  am on Sunday 17 A p r i l  and  a t  
1 0 .3 0  am dead  t r o u t  and e e l s  w ere s e e n  a t  M oorhouse B r id g e . 
L im e s to n e  c h ip p in g s  w ere  dumped i n t o  th e  r i v e r  and m a r g in a l ly  
im proved  th e  pH, b u t  by  2 .3 0  pm i t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  f i s h  
p o p u la t io n  h ad  b e e n  t o t a l l y  k i l l e d  w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  some e e l s  
w h ich  h ad  ta k e n  r e f u g e  i n  b a n k s id e  v e g e t a t i o n .
3 . On 18 A p r i l  b a i l i f f s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  p o l l u t i o n  was s t i l l  i n  th e  
i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a  a ro u n d  W h itr ig g  w ith  a s h o a l  o f  d i s t r e s s e d  s m o lts  
and  d a c e  b e in g  s e e n . The low  pH o f  w a te r  sa m p les  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a l l  
t h o s e  f i s h  d ie d  and many b o d ie s  w ere r e c o v e re d  f o l lo w in g  th e  n e x t  
t i d a l  c y c le .
4 . I t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  4 2 ,0 0 0  f i s h  d ie d  i n  th e  r i v e r ,  
w i th  a  f u r t h e r  1000+ i n  th e  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a .  R e s to c k in g  w i th  d a c e , 
brow n t r o u t ,  s e a  t r o u t  and  sa lm on  s m o lts  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  ta k e  p la c e  
l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  many o f  th e  f i s h  l o s t  w ere  s p e c ie s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  from  com m erc ia l h a t c h e r i e s  and th e  o f f i c e r s  e s t im a te  t h a t  
i t  w i l l  t a k e  some 5-10  y e a r s  f o r  n a t u r a l  r e c o l o n i s a t i o n  o f  th e s e  
w a t e r s .
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NORTH W E S T  W A T E R  
R E G I O N A L  F I S H E R I E S  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  
23RD MAY, 1988 
F I S H I N G  O F F E N C E S  P R O C E S S E D  1967/86
1. Th e  annual s u m m a r y  of fishing o f f e n c e s  and p r o s e c u t i o n s  p r o c e s s e d  
b y  the A u t h o r i t y  d u r i n g  1987/88 is set out below : -
1986/87 1987/88
Total o f f e n c e  reports 6 61 1,070
P r o s e c u t i o n s 337 643
Not P r o s e c u t e d 324 427
Fines £ 1 3 , 9 32 £23,050
C osts a w a r d e d  to the Au t h o r i t y £4, 49 2 £9,103
Fees p a i d  to p r i v a t e  solic i t o r s £4,686 £10,151
2. Up to the end of M a r c h  1988, 80 p e r s o n s  had been p r o s e c u t e d  for 
u sing illegal instruments, 144 for b y e la w s  o f f ences and giving 
f alse names and a d d r e s s e s  and 419 for f i s h i n g  without a licence. 
A c t i o n  short of p r o s e c u t i o n  was t aken on a further 356 cases. In 
a d d i ti o n  to the 643 succe s s f ul  p r o s e c u t i o n s  7 cases were dis m i s s e d  
for i n s u f f i c i e n t  evidence, and in 64 of the c a s e s  the summons had 
to be w i t h d r a w n  for reasons of w r o ng  a d d r e s s e s  given to the 
b a i l i f f s  etc.
3. Of the 80 p e r s o n s  p r o s e c u t e d  for using illegal instruments, 6 
r e c eived p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s  ranging from 14 days to 2 months. In 
a d d i t i o n  1 d e f e n d a n t  was placed on p r o b a t i o n  for 2 years.
